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!_Minimalist Program
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*.«Within the MP differences between languages are attributed to differences between the
features of lexical items in the languages and specificaly between the features of lexical items
belonging to the functional categories AGR and T» Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the
minimalist program
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'-«Vs and N are taken from the lexicon fully inflected with inflexional. The functional nodes
in the syntax are not associated with affixes ( nor with any phonological content whatsoever)
but simply with certain features-Tense, case, and agreement features among othersy Marantz
(1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program
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*_Bundle of features
_«Bundles of features»
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«Neverthless, specific bundles of these features of the category AGR and T are lexical items
and differences between the sets of bundles available in the lexicon account for cross-
linguistic syntactic differences between languages in the MP» Marantz (1995). A reader’s
guide to the minimalist program
®«How a basic sentential structure is derived (for English) within this framework (=MP)?»
- Marantz (1993). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program
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«Subject and object DPs would be initially inserted via generalized transformations within
the VP ». Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program
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!_«That is, assume that DPs «Hortense» and «the porcupine» have been created with lexical
items from the working area and redeposited in the working area » A reader’s guide to the
minimalist program
2-«Fully inflected»

VAol doryul 1 O ddolawl doyull o o1 - "
o «We target a ( fully inflected ) V «touched» from the working area, project a V’ with an
empty complement position to the V and immediately replace the emplty complement with
one of the previously constructed DPs «the porcupine » which will be the subject »
Chomsky, Noam. 2000. Minimalist inquiries: the framework
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! «Next we target the V’, project VP with an empty spec of VP position, and replace the DP
previously constructed ‘’Hortense”> which is now the subjecty Chomsky, Noam. 2000.
Minimalist inquiries: the framework
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% «Past tense features»
? «AGR features of both subject and object DPs»
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! «The V will contain Accusative case features to check against the object DP at LF, as well
as, past, tense features. to check against T. it also must have AGR features of both subjects
and objects DPs to check against the AGRs that it will adjoin to ». Chomsky, Noam. 2000.
Minimalist inquiries: the framework
2 DP argument.
? Phi-features.
4 «Case features and phi-features (number, persen, and gender) would be associated with each
DP argument Chomsky leaves somwhat open where these features of the DP come from i.e
which lexical items contribute these features to the DP as a whole » Marantz (1995). A
reader’s guide to the minimalist program

B 55 lgmy Sadte dyda Laladg eliz] aisS Cuor (3 gudy LuSyo NS oylasly T «As a wholey -
®_ «One possibility is that the features of the DP are features of the head D of DP, and that
other constituents within the DP, that bear affixes with, say, case, gender or number features
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from the lexicon, must check these features against the features in D at some point in the
derivation ». Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program
!_«Another possibility is that the case and phi-features of the DP are inherited in some manner
from the features of the head N of the NP that serve as complement to D»
& 29 JLeVls sl Al V5 Bl pilas § Ll 43S Cae o - 4y ,S30 Of Aol § iy s g 1da o] -1
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% _«At some point in the derivation of our basic transitive sentence an AGR from the working
area would be - targeted and would project an AGR’ and the VP would be inserted as the
sister to the AGR» Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program
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'_ «This AGR is identified as AGRo by its position governing VP but not by any of its
intrinsic features»y Webelhuth, Gert (ed.,). 1995. Government and Binding Theory and the Minimalist
Program: Principles and Parameters in Syntactic Theory

%_dIn our exemle, for the derivation to converge the AGR would need to contain the phi-
feactures of the “’porcupine’’. this AGR is identified as AGRo by its position governing VP
but not by any of its intrinsic features » Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist
program

?_Visibity / Invisibility

*_«Features of the functional categories are said to be either strong or weak with respect to
their visibility at the interface. strong AGR features are visible at PF if they are not checked
off before the interface. weak features are not visible » Chomsky, Noam. 2000. Minimalist
inquiries: the framework
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1-<<Visibility at Pf does not correspond directly to any notion of rich phonological content
since the functional node do not in any case contain any phonological material-no
affixes.whether an AGR or T node has strong or weak features, a phonologically nul
constituent will; in general, appear at that node ».
Chomsky, Noam. 2000. Minimalist inquiries: the framework
2-<<may appear invisibly at PF»

-«May appear invisibly at PF without causing crash (without disturbing convergence)»
«The N- features of AGR(= the person, number, and gender featurs that AGR will check off
against the corresponding features on a DP in spec of AGRP) are weak and therfore may
appear (invisibly) at PF without ausing a crash (without disturbing convergence)» Chomsky,
Noam. 2000. Minimalist inquiries: the framework

ol JSall Ledlus- ©

>_«The principle of procrastination demands that movement wait untill after spell-out as long
as waiting is compatible with convergence». Chomsky, Noam. 2000. Minimalist inquiries: the
framework
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(transformatlon

! _«Since an object DP need not move to spec of AGRP to checK off the weak features there
until after spell out, procrastinate demands that it not move before spell-out. thus, object in
English do not visibly move to the spec of AGRP position». Chomsky, Noam. 2000.
Minimalist inquiries: the framework

2 f the spec of AGRP were projected, it would be filled by an empty category that would
immediately need to be replaced with a constituent from the working area in a generalized
transformation or with a constituent from within AGR’ in a singulary transformation.»
Chomsky, Noam. 2000. Minimalist inquiries: the framework
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Chomsky, Noam. 2000. Minimalist inquiries: the framework
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'_«After we have created AGRP, a tense is taken from the working area and projects
a T’ into which the AGRP containing the VP is inserted as a complement to T»
Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program

74



Y&  Tense, Agreement and Word Order ... wOBeShI &3y 5 « 3ol g « el

V) pié Y dacizadl Lbsldl JILEN Y Qs Ll § laiihy 3510 Jubasd o oS dsatiug
duamad] dodlabl oo lhan Cogtul 18 Dsill (4 pall gl il =) «aslasdy 4d 3553 SUI Bl
glosh JSadl Cylus go0 BRI Jhan o J8 055 -lad 3y posiin pd WolS (dalad)) =)
e al dizy oF ey U1 sl andlly 5o b 68U " dysoid] Y o skl Jhad! ¢85 unlias
L o llse sl iasll S elih oo balel g SN 5lasdl U8 Jeld)) asd] L
s O Josiiad dlaill g8se Lol Sl 1de o paasdl oo V] « dladll g dio lebly « i
Gl u*ﬂ)Jl |)J| dlow oe e snasd B3e Jo oS «an s & sy -l Lob LS - 5l
labio Bsrus & L dirgJsdysh) )l pualys o S g duaomatll dblod sT (o)) Clsaadld
Y «U,QMLI» i (e ads i $ Jlsd! pacd L Mass Latg Lausés yww MSDJI dodlsd! (e
e ;\.73” e 4 jlig L Je GAL);\JI e g B8 5gSadl ESSLI JQ_Q Jeld)! sAle <SHb GAL))J
O G 8 (godlls suslly pasad) =) Gl laies (28,01 Glyel =) sl i 3] odlge & goi
ool G bl O oo Ll I Lo gl 1is (o Dol augadlls dibogtl] Slw § ligs ,Sis
(@bl =) Olowdl o (81 (paé ] llozme § Sligione @23 oyl

il ol pall gealindl ) ity U1 Lol oo dumuons d8Me § U505 U1« -l @
(1) syl Tyl Uil - BlodYl JBIL b Bt giatig — o g (V)

Lo 81 1308 . o2lly saslly pasad] dlee (] g2y il 1575 el late Jhd odas ool
ahe Shall jamd se Gyl il dloe e rasd] Bse § dsle aflg deldl guadl LS, O
Shadl D) s ol o a5 Lol Lo me duawmé &y 88V § o)l Lady @lds) Glowdl domsliyy oo
IS dzrss § Gholla] il ol Slowd! 4SS (oo 5531 sl § Jsill bd (osl) & sl pualindl &
oo Y e 4] iz U heows ez e Jelddl gasd! CSyall ddl dig gl ooyl OF Ligo
Al draoad @)l § szl dnses dollo Olowd )l dbsSS maty Y damad] doll
3sSI sl CSyal) Slad! gralind o sllatl] il (g plisey

a2y e -] lnme Sliodl oda (] bl Jig He] de bl clas Slustal O el
Olowd) deaidlls «ailly o 0 prasdl g8ge dig g MJI sead) ] -soasally 8l
D530 SV gt ¥ doj¥s doxle 83500 Jig [delil] usdl Syl & pall guelipd] i dusllal
Lo Logy guags ol o paimy Blsad! Gdadl Jo Joaodly 8usld) Lloaruly Gladl e & LSlgs
- a3 Jal Se- 5| b o L§JJ|5 il aortel Casny L§JJ| Sodsdl bl 1y ddssll deull 3l
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(oY pas
«The T in our example must contain the V- feature, past tense, to check against the past
tense feature on the verb “’touched’’. the N-features of T in English, nominative case features
in the case of finite tense, are strong, thus unless the ( subject) DP raises, to check the Nom
features before spell out the derivation will crash at PF» Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to
the minimalist program.
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!«The assumption is that the the N- features of T, like the case (N) features of V, ar checked
in conjunction with AGR. Therefore, T will raise to a higher AGR and check its N- features
against a DP in spec of AGRP». Maraniz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program
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!_«Head movement prior to spell-out causes a small technical proplem for a strict
interpretation of the principle - that all operation prior to spell-out expand the constituent that
they target ». Maraniz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program
2. {f we wish to adjoin a T from the TP serving as complement to the higher AGR we must
target AGR’ for only the AGR’ contains both the AGR and T, heads involved in the
movement, but adjoining the head T of TP to the head AGR of the AGR” as we must in
English, does not technically expand the trgeted AGR’» Chomsky, Noam. 2000. Minimalist
inquiries: the framework
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!_«The AGR head itself may only be targeted when AGR’ is projected»
Chomsky, Noam. 2000. Minimalist inquiries: the framework.
ot may be that adjunction in general must be allowed before spell-out and allowed to
violate the “’always expand the targeted constituent ** principle. Alternatively, the definition
of “’targeting and expanding” a constituent would have to be redefined to allow for head-
movement and adjunction as a type of expansion » Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the
minimalist program
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!_«In French, main verbs do raise to tense before spell-out in finite clauses»

*_«Evidence for this difference between English and French comes from, e.g the relative
positions of tensed main verbs and VP-adjoined adverbs » Maraniz (1995). A reader’s guide io the
minimalist program

3-<<English leaves the main tensed verbs inside the VP before spell-out and thus to the right of
the adverb» Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program

*_«French raise the verb to T before spell-out and it is pronounced to the left of the verb»
Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program

>_«Thus V-features of either AGR or T must be strong in French in contrast to English. Since
objects do not raise out of the VP before spell-out in French, the N-features must be weak as
in Englishy Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program
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1-<<Chomsky suggests that the N-features of AGR and T might be weak in verb-initial
languages such as Irish. with weak N-features on all functional heads the subject and objects
of verbs in these languages could remain in the VP until after spell-out. If the V-features of T
and / AGR were strong the verb would be forced to raise from the VP prior to spell-out in
these languages yielding a V.S.O order of major constituentsy.
Webelhuth, Gert (ed.). 1995. Government and Binding Theory and the Minimalist Program: Principles
and Parameters in Syntactic Theory
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This paper sets out to re-examine the justification for assuming in MP (the
Minimalist Program) that Features of the functional categories are said to be either
strong or weak with respect to their visibility at the interface. Strong AGR features
are visible at PF if they are not checked off before the interface. Weak features are
not visible at PF. By examining this hypothesis, I clarify the process by which the
V-features of Tense and/or Agreement in verb-initial languages such as Arabic, Irish
and other similar languages might be strong, and there are solid and reliable
evidence that leads to believe that Verbs in these languages are forced to raise from
the Verb Projection prior to spell-out generating V.S.0 Word Order Paradigm.
Regarding the subject and Complements of verbs in these languages (Verb-Initial
L), it is strongly believed, based on a variety of empirical evidence, that they remain
in their original position within the V-Projection domain until after spell out when
the N- features on functional heads are weak.
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